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Atlantis*

One of the most enduring mysteries is the location of the lost continent of Atlantis. This
famous legend talks about an advanced civilization which was destroyed and sank beneath the
sea. It has been the subject of many books. Hotels and vacation resorts have used the name.
There has even been a Disney movie based on the story. There have been many theories over the
years as to whether this wondrous land ever actually existed. The most plausible explanation is
that the origin of this legend is the destruction of the Minoan civilization as a result of the
volcanic explosion of Santorini in about 1600 BC.

Plato says that Atlantis was beyond the Strait of Gibraltar which would place it in the
Atlantic Ocean (“Atlantis”). One theory is that “the origin was an island in the Bermuda
Triangle which sank as a result of an earthquake in antiquity” (“Atlantis”). There are many
mysteries associated with the Bermuda Triangle including missing boats and aircraft. It’s not
surprising that some people would think that an early civilization was also destroyed in that
region. However, Malecki doesn’t agree saying, “The rock formations some think are remnants
of an ancient road are merely natural geologic formations” (qtd. in “Atlantis). This is a good
point since this is a more reasonable explanation for what has been found. Kahn and Kahn
specifically disagree as well: “There is no reason to think that stories of a lost city so far away
would reach the cultures of the Mediterranean.” Even in Plato’s time, the belief was that the

word ended at the horizon and that ships sailing into it would drop off the face of the earth into
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Hades (Maniates). The belief that a ship would simply fall off the end of the world is frightening.
“People from the Aegean Sea would not travel beyond the Strait of Gibraltar, so there is no way
stories of actual events from across the Atlantic would travel back to the Aegean area”
(Maniates). The point made by Maniates is questionable. There is more information that humans
traveled far more extensively earlier than was previously thought.

Another theory is that “the Canary Islands off the coast of Africa are the remnants of a
continent which once existed in the Atlantic Ocean and was destroyed by volcanic eruptions,”
according to “Atlantis.” This sounds a bit far-fetched. Ramappa disputes this saying there is
simply no proof for such a theory other than the location since Plato says the lost continent was
beyond the Strait of Gibraltar (Boyle et al.). It doesn’t make sense to base a theory on the very
questionable information regarding location. There can be misunderstandings and errors in
translations from ancient documents, especially in a case such as this which is a fragmentary
written reference to an event that happened hundreds, if not a thousand or thousands, or years
ago. Neither Maniates nor Kahn and Kahn even mention the possibility of the Canary Islands
being the source of the legend of the lost continent indicating that researchers in the field do not
give this theory credibility.

Some believe the destruction of the Minoan civilization is the basis of the legend. “Many
scientists and archeologists associate Minoan Crete with the lost Atlantis,” according to
“Destruction.” (Note: See how the article The is not used and the title is shortened to the first
noun.” ) Professor Ramappa believes, “The eruption of the volcano at Santorini which caused the
destruction of the Minoan civilization is the best explanation for the source of the legend of
Atlantis (qtd. in Boyle et al). Maniates agrees: “There is simply no better explanation for the

source of the story about a lost continent with a great culture.” This explanation makes the most
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sense. The Minoans were an advanced civilization in the Aegean Sea, and legends could have
easily become incorporated into the folklore of Greece which is located in the same area
(“Atlantis”). The Minoans “had running water and a sewer system, beautifully designed
buildings, and elegant artwork” (Ramappa, qtd. in Boyle et al.). A civilization that had such
accomplishments as running water and a sewer system had to seem very advanced at that time.
Surviving frescoes and mosaic floors depict scenes of luxury such as elaborate feasts (Maniates).
“The craftsmanship of these colorful works of art along with eloquently painted pottery shows
the sophistication of this society thriving simultaneously with the Ancient Egyptians”
(Maniates). “Only a highly developed culture could have created such beauty” (Khan and
Khan). Art is an indication of the advancement of a civilization. The island had a huge bay
which contained small islands “which is similar to the description given by Plato,” Ramappa
continues (qtd. in Boyle et al.). The powerful eruption of Santorini at around 1600 BC and
subsequent tsunamis destroyed the Minoan civilization (Khan and Khan). “They simply could
not recover from the loss of their ships and damage to their cities,” says Kahn and Kahn. “The
tragedy would have been incorporated into folklore and mostly lost over the thirteen hundred
years until Plato heard and retold the few remaining details” (Maniates).
Some people think the ruins of Atlantis are in the Bermuda Triangle. Others think the

Canary Islands have the remnants of this once great continent. While people will continue to

speculate, the best explanation at this point is that the origins of the story of Atlantis stem

from the destruction of the Minoan civilization by the volcanic eruption of Santorini at about

1600 BC.
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